Repairing What is Broken
1 Kings 18:17-45
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And it came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said unto him, Art thou he that
troubleth Israel?
And he answered, I have not troubled Israel; but thou, and thy father's house, in that ye
have forsaken the commandments of the LORD, and thou hast followed Baalim.
Now therefore send, and gather to me all Israel unto mount Carmel, and the prophets of
Baal four hundred and fifty, and the prophets of the groves four hundred, which eat at
Jezebel's table.
So Ahab sent unto all the children of Israel, and gathered the prophets together unto
mount Carmel.
And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? if
the LORD be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered
him not a word.
Then said Elijah unto the people, I, even I only, remain a prophet of the LORD; but
Baal's prophets are four hundred and fifty men.
Let them therefore give us two bullocks; and let them choose one bullock for themselves,
and cut it in pieces, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: and I will dress the other
bullock, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under:
And call ye on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of the LORD: and the
God that answereth by fire, let him be God. And all the people answered and said, It is
well spoken.
And Elijah said unto the prophets of Baal, Choose you one bullock for yourselves, and
dress it first; for ye are many; and call on the name of your gods, but put no fire under.
And they took the bullock which was given them, and they dressed it, and called on the
name of Baal from morning even until noon, saying, O Baal, hear us. But there was no
voice, nor any that answered. And they leaped upon the altar which was made.
And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked them, and said, Cry aloud: for he is a
god; either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he is in a journey, or peradventure he
sleepeth, and must be awaked.
And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after their manner with knives and lancets, till
the blood gushed out upon them.
And it came to pass, when midday was past, and they prophesied until the time of the
offering of the evening sacrifice, that there was neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any
that regarded.
And Elijah said unto all the people, Come near unto me. And all the people came near
unto him. And he repaired the altar of the LORD that was broken down.
And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob,
unto whom the word of the LORD came, saying, Israel shall be thy name:
And with the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD: and he made a trench
about the altar, as great as would contain two measures of seed.
And he put the wood in order, and cut the bullock in pieces, and laid him on the wood,
and said, Fill four barrels with water, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood.
And he said, Do it the second time. And they did it the second time. And he said, Do it
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the third time. And they did it the third time.
And the water ran round about the altar; and he filled the trench also with water.
And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the
prophet came near, and said, LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known
this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I have done all
these things at thy word.
Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the LORD God, and
that thou hast turned their heart back again.
Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the
stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench.
And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, The LORD, he is
the God; the LORD, he is the God.
And Elijah said unto them, Take the prophets of Baal; let not one of them escape. And
they took them: and Elijah brought them down to the brook Kishon, and slew them there.
And Elijah said unto Ahab, Get thee up, eat and drink; for there is a sound of abundance
of rain.
So Ahab went up to eat and to drink. And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; and he
cast himself down upon the earth, and put his face between his knees,
And said to his servant, Go up now, look toward the sea. And he went up, and looked,
and said, There is nothing. And he said, Go again seven times.
And it came to pass at the seventh time, that he said, Behold, there ariseth a little cloud
out of the sea, like a man's hand. And he said, Go up, say unto Ahab, Prepare thy chariot,
and get thee down, that the rain stop thee not.
And it came to pass in the mean while, that the heaven was black with clouds and wind,
and there was a great rain. And Ahab rode, and went to Jezreel.

What we find here is Elijah being used of God to restore the essence of ancient worship. It is not
just that Israel worshiped that day but how they worshiped, how Elijah was used by God to bring
an Awakening upon the people of Israel in his time and how True Faith triumphed over massive
opposition and false religion. The effect of what he did is what we are seeking and why we are
holding these Convocations each year.
You will recall the story, I hope. David has come and gone from the state of history. So has
Solomon whose son behaved so foolishly that Israel divided into a northern kingdom and a
southern one. The southern kingdom was called Judah and the kings continued to be chosen
from David’s bloodline. The northern kingdom was in disarray, with a series of interlopers
taking the throne in turn from one another.
Ahab, the king in this story, was the son of a man named Omri who was very wicked.
1 Kings 16:25-26
25
But Omri wrought evil in the eyes of the LORD, and did worse than all that were
before him.
26
For he walked in all the way of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and in his sin
wherewith he made Israel to sin, to provoke the LORD God of Israel to anger
with their vanities.

Ahab married a woman from Phoenicia who was the daughter of a pagan king. At her request
and in order to please her, Ahab had greatly amplified the worship of Baal and of the Grove
among the northern Israelites.
1 Kings 16:31-33
31
And it came to pass, as if it had been a light thing for him to walk in the sins of
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he took to wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal
king of the Zidonians, and went and served Baal, and worshipped him.
32
And he reared up an altar for Baal in the house of Baal, which he had built in
Samaria.
33
And Ahab made a grove; and Ahab did more to provoke the LORD God of Israel
to anger than all the kings of Israel that were before him.
Now, please understand, even though the northern tribes had rebelled against the house of David,
they were still considered to be the people of God, descendants of Abraham and heirs of the
promises of God. The Lord sent to them a number of prophets but the greatest He sent were
Elijah and his successor, Elisha.
The Lord directed Elijah to challenge the false prophets who worked for Ahab and Jezebel to a
spiritual contest on top of Mt. Carmel, which was located near the Mediterranean and near the
northern border of Israel. From there the Sea could easily be seen.
All of the Sunday School literature tells the story. Elijah challenged them to prepare a bullock
for sacrifice but instead lighting the fire themselves, to call upon their gods to send fire from
heaven to light it. And, of course, you know what happened. They made total fools of
themselves, calling out to their non-existent so-called gods for almost the entire day without any
answer whatsoever.
28

And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after their manner with knives and
lancets, till the blood gushed out upon them.

Then, Elijah demanded his turn. He called the people to himself and did several things.
First, he repaired the altar to Jehovah that was broken down and in shambles.
1 Kings 18:30
There had been an altar of Jehovah in that place, called, even among the pagans,
the altar of Carmel, probably built in the time of the judges, or, as the rabbis
imagine, by Saul. (from Adam Clarke's Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Biblesoft)
1 Kings 18:20-46
...here was already an altar of Jehovah upon Carmel, which either dated from the
times anterior to the building of the temple, when altars of Jehovah were erected
in different places throughout the land (see at 1 Kings 3:2), or, what is more

probable, had been built by pious worshippers belonging to the ten tribes since the
division of the kingdom (Hengstenberg, Dissertations on the Pentateuch, vol. i. p.
183, trans.), and judging from 1 Kings 19:10, had been destroyed during the reign
of Ahab, when the worship of Baal gained the upper hand. (from Keil & Delitzsch
Commentary on the Old Testament: New Updated Edition, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Hendrickson
Publishers, Inc.)

(More on this later)
But he did something different than had ever been done with an altar on which Jehovah was
worshiped. He dug a deep trench around it.
Then he put the wood in the proper place and stacked it in accordance with custom
and practice.
In other words, he prepared it just as Abraham would have done and all who had worshiped this
way since him.
Next, he slaughtered the bullock and butchered him in the identical way that
everyone since Abel had brought an animal sacrifice to God.
Other than the trench, this altar of stones and this bullock were prepared completely in
accordance with the way that people had been worshiping the Living God from the beginning.
Then, he had the trench filled to overflowing with water, not because this was
necessary to the worship of God but Elijah wanted everyone to be absolutely certain
that whatever happened when he prayed was of God.
I am sure there were many orthodox believers as well as prophets and priests who would have
lectured him that he was doing this wrong.... but he was making a point, establishing a principle,
and following the direct leadership of the Holy Spirit in the matter. Contrivance and deception
concerning the worship of God makes it false, never to be received by anyone. Elijah was
demonstrating that there was neither contrivance nor deception in what he was doing.
Then and only then did he call upon the Lord.
36
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And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the
prophet came near, and said, LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known
this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I have done all
these things at thy word.
Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the LORD God, and
that thou hast turned their heart back again.

Not only was he faithful to the preparation of the altar, the wood and the bullock, but he was also
very attentive to the timing of the sacrifice.
At the temple in Jerusalem there was an offering made every day on the great altar just as the sun

was going down.
1 Kings 18:21-40
“...he chose the appointed time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, thereby to testify
his communion with the altar at Jerusalem.” (from Matthew Henry's Commentary on the Whole Bible: New
Modern Edition, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1991 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.)

He subtly reminded them of the temple which they had forsaken and the worship from which
they had turned.
His prayer was neither long nor elaborate like the prayer of Solomon had been. He would not
even have it said that he had wrestled with God and extracted from Him a favor by his long
prayers. Nor would he have it said that whatever became of the event, he had anything to do
with it. He was flatly determined that God get all the glory, not only for the sending of the fire
but also, and more importantly, for sending repentance to their hearts en masse to cause an
Awakening that day.
And, of course, you know what happened. We have already read it but let us read it again.
38

Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the
stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench.

This was part of the prayer for sure and it was a great and impressive wonder without any
doubt. But there was an associated miracle, also included in the prayer of Elijah, which was
even greater.
39

And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, The LORD, he is
the God; the LORD, he is the God.

God did indeed turn their hearts, just as we looked at in Psalm 107 during the Convocation.
But there is a piece of this story that is very easy to miss, the repairing of the altar. There were
plenty of stones with which to make an altar on Mt. Carmel. Many altars were there then and
many more were to be built in the future, most of them to false gods.
We do not truly know the origin of that particular altar but we do see that Elijah thought it
important to restore this one. Undoubtedly, he was convinced that this was a place where God
had been worshiped in truth many years ago.
But also, there is a symbolism here which is a picture of an essential thing. By restoring the
altar, Elijah was picturing that he had restored the ancient worship in his own soul and was
calling the rest of Israel to join him, which they ultimately did, worshiping around this restored
but ancient worshiping place. And this was not by their own seeking of God but by His Spirit
falling upon them as the fire fell upon the sacrifice on the restored altar.
Let us return to this in a moment but look at a couple of analogies.

I will try to give one for the men and another for the ladies. (I was advised after the message
that some ladies are also engineers and mechanics - my apologies)
Men, suppose you were hired to help maintain a great engine. It had been built long ago by a
master engineer and inventor. A superb machine it had been in existence and running constantly
for centuries. At times it had been the marvel of the world and its builder held in awe by
everyone, especially those who had the ability to love great and marvelous machines.
But as you went to work there you could not help but notice that something seemed amiss. What
you had heard about this wonderful contraption did not seem to be true anymore. It was running,
for sure, but seemingly very badly. You asked people about it but they assured you that nothing
was wrong, that the machine was running just exactly as it had always run, in fact, they said, it
seems to be better now than it has ever been.
You discovered that the inventor and creator had left a very clear set of instructions as to how to
maintain his great engine so you obtained a copy for yourself. It was not hard to find, they were
everywhere. People even gave them away but they were also in almost every book store for a
very affordable price.
So you got one and began to read. You had not read long before you realized that the crew on
which you were working at least was doing a horrible job of following the instructions of the
inventor. Some of the things they were not doing at all, some of the things they were doing but
very badly, and they were even doing a great many things that could be found nowhere in the
manual at all. Only a very few things were being done correctly and those who were doing them
seemed to resent the fact that they were being forced to comply with even these few rules.
So, with all of the brashness of a new employee, you went to your supervisor to ask him some
questions about the difference in the instructions of the inventor and the way they were carrying
things out. Much to your surprise you were roundly rebuked and accused of being a bad
employee and a bad mechanic. You were quite soundly warned that if you did not follow the
instructions he was giving you would soon be fired.
You thought about it for a while and decided to carry matters further up the chain, but now you
were not only reprimanded for refusing to follow instructions but were brought before the
disciplinary board. And neither were they interested in following your line of thought but acted
as if you had lost your mind and were so insane that what seemed clearly written on the page to
you, it was claimed, said something completely different from what you were understanding.
You had talked to some of your fellow workers and they agreed with you that the engine was
failing and the instructions of the inventor were not being followed.
Now, what to do? Walk away and leave the fools to finish bringing the engine to a halt, or see if
you could secretly and quietly begin an insurrection what would ultimately wrest control of the
engine from the lunatics who were in charge? The engine, you see, is so massive and so
important that if it fails the entire world grinds to a halt.

The sane man, in my opinion, would take the manual and see what he could do to get the engine
running well and back on course.
For the ladies the analogy might go something like this.
There is a very old pastry company that has been in business for many, many years. It produces
only one product, one very famous and delicious pastry which has a world-wide reputation.
And, they ask you to come to work for them helping to produce this pastry.
But here, too, something is wrong. After working there a few days, you ask if there is
somewhere you could taste the product and you find out there is a company store where
employees can buy these pastries. On your off day you go and find out that there a many lines
which make this thing and all of them feed samples to the company store where you have gone.
But something is very strange. You had been shown a manual when you went to work but you
had also been given very specific instructions by your supervisor. You assumed that was true for
all of the lines but as you look around the store you realize that every line is producing a
different version of that one product. Purchasing a sample each of many of the production lines
you take them home to test them and are amazed that each is very different from one another.
Some of them are not bad tasting but some of them are horrible. Some of them look like the
product you have seen advertized all of your life but some are not even recognizable.
So you, like the mechanic in his situation, purchase a manual written by the old master chef that
had first started producing this pastry. Like the mechanic you discover that not just your team
but no one is following the recipe of the master chef but no one is.
You decide to attempt to follow the recipe at home and, sure enough, the result is wonderful, the
greatest tasting dessert you have ever placed in your mouth.
Certain that your boss and the management of the company would want to correct the errors they
were making, you go to them only to find yourself in the same position as the mechanic. Either
do things their way and continue to produce a bad product, walk away and give up, or begin an
insurrection with the hope of recovering the lost product of the genius who had begun the
business.

The point I am making is this.
Personal worship as well as public worship in our day has lost its way. It is as broken as the
worship system of ancient Israel in the days of Elijah.
We must begin where he began, repair the ancient altar, restore the ancient worship, find the
manual of the Author of All Worship and follow His instructions to the ‘T.’ We must begin, as it
were, an insurrection to rebuild the worship of God, following the manual He has given.

And where do we begin? Restore worship in your own soul. Make every effort not merely to
worship but to worship in the very same way as the saints of old.
And how do we do that? Again, read the manual. “When you pray, pray like this...” (Matt 6:913; Luke 11:2-4)
Our Father....
Meditate on those words,
Ask God to teach you how to properly utter them,
Consider how you came to have such a relationship with the Living God as to call Him
‘Father,’
Remember the Profound Work of the Son of God to create for you right standing with
Infinite Purity and Justice
Consider where you would be apart from that Work
And, when you have broken down into a puddle of thanksgiving and worship, remain
there for a while until you are sure that you are embracing these ideas rightly,
Then and only then, move on to the next Words,
Who is in heaven,
and begin the same process over until those words are real and living to you, a burning
reality for which there are no words in the human language to express your complete
worship and devotion to Him.
And, then when you have worked through all of those ideas given by Christ, give honor and
glory and praise to the One Who has Love You and Brought you to Himself by Grace.
What I am saying is build again the altar of Jehovah in your own soul, that one which has broken
down.
Then begin to take notice of the other things that need work.
When the altar is rebuilt (or built for the first time) you can know that your soul is revived and
then, as Elijah did, you can begin to try to call others to Revival as well.
He was one of God’s greatest and he would not begin to deal with others until the altar was
repaired.
Maybe that was why Jesus went into the desert to fast for 40 days before He began His ministry.
Maybe that is why the 120 were required to wait in Jerusalem for the Promise of the Father.
Until the altar of worship is established in our lives we are unable and unfit to seek to minister to
others.

Remember what happened to Paul immediately after his conversion?
Gal 1:15-18
15
But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb, and called
me by his grace,
16
To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately
I conferred not with flesh and blood:
17
Neither went I up to Jerusalem to them which were apostles before me; but I went
into Arabia, and returned again unto Damascus.
18
Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and abode with him
fifteen days. KJV
Foolish people in our day think they can read a book and go start a “ministry.” Nothing can be
further from the truth.
The altar of worship is the central issue which must be established.
If you desire to help others, set it up in your life, in its proper place, paying attention to all of the
details, and imitating as much as possible those who did it correctly long ago.

